viii                               Preface.
to point out the disadvantage of monopoly, and the advantage of giving to free investment the largest possible sphere of action. The objections to c Free' Education are very briefly set out by Mr. Alford, who takes a practical view of the subject, and declines to discuss the larger question of compulsory education as being for the moment at any rate beyond the range of practical politics. M. Arthur Raffalovich may be introduced to English readers as one of the secretaries of the ftociete d* Etudes Eeoriomiques recently founded in Paris, a frequent contributor to the Journal des Econwniste^ and author of an excellent work. Le loc/eme-nt de I'ouvrier et du pawurc.. His article deals historically and from the cosmopolitan point of view with the question of the Housing of the Poor. The difficulty, he argues, is being overcome gradually, in the same way as other difficulties in the path of human progress have been, overcome, by the solvent power of free human initiative. The Post Office is often, quoted by persons of socialist proclivities as an example of the successful organisation of labour by the State. Mr. Millar's paper points out that this department has not escaped from defects inherent in all State-trading enterprises. These are tolerable when they exist in a service comparatively simple and unimportant like the Post Office, but if Government monopoly were extended to more important and complicated industries, the inherent incapacity of compulsory collectivism would, it IB argued, play havoc with human progress. The attempt of Free Library agitators to make their own favourite form of recreation a charge on the rates is criticised by Mr. O'Brien as unjust to those who love other forms of amusement and generally as contrary to public policy. Mr. Gordon, writing from the point of view of his profession, explains how the business of the electrical engineer has been let and hindered by the ill-considered, but no doubt well-intentioned, interference of the State. Mr. Auberon Herbert's paper contains